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We are delighted to host the Royal Society of Sculptors for this 
exhibition which speaks to us powerfully of the human capacity 
to be creative in face of challenge and crisis. 

The solidarity shown by this group of artists during successive 
lockdowns, and the fruits of that cooperation across the 
Cathedral (expertly curated by Jacquiline Creswell) is a powerful 
sign to us of renewal and resurrection as we emerge from the 
pandemic. I hope you find challenge, solace and hope as you 
tour the exhibition.

The Very Reverend Stephen Waine 
The Dean Of Chichester

A message from the Dean of Chichester
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Curator’s Foreword

It has been an immensely rewarding personal experience to 
help unite a group of wonderfully diverse and talented artists 
from the Royal Society of Sculptors, and to share and guide their 
journey towards this exhibition. 

The concept for the exhibition was inspired by this group who 
came together on Zoom meetings during the pandemic to share 
ideas and confront common challenges. The artists supported 
each other personally and through their working practices. Their 
narrative is informed by our shared humanity, inspired by 
optimism and resilience - a community that rose to the 
challenges we all experienced during this most difficult of times. 

The work which has been specifically created for this 
exhibition reflects how the artists confronted the privations of 
the pandemic, its contradictions and restrictions and how they 
found inspiration to create works of art that reflect this 
traumatic episode in our history. 

My role as curator is to assist and advise the group as we seek 
to deliver a coherent exhibition that weaves together all the 
myriad creative threads in a way that truly expresses the 
potency of this important collaboration and to place it within 
the context of a beautiful, sacred space, rich in history, culture 
and spirituality. 

The works in this exhibition echo and affirm the spirit 
of community and collaboration which brought the group 
together and the many challenges they faced. I so wish that by 
reaching out to a wider community we might all be lifted up and 
inspired by their creativity.

Jacquiline Creswell
Curator of Together We Rise
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It is one of the paradoxes at the heart of 
the Christian faith - mysteriously revealed 
to us in the passion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth - that 
suffering, grief and loss can, through 
God’s grace, become a doorway to faith, 
hope and love. 

Near the end of his second epistle to the 
church in Corinth, St Paul dwells on this: 
“I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities 
for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am 
weak, then I am strong.” That which 
ought to be a cause for despair becomes, 
strangely, a source for life. As Jesus 
taught, in this strange new world, the 
‘blessed’ become, paradoxically, those 
who are poor in spirit, who mourn, who 
suffer for the sake of righteousness - even 
those who are persecuted. 

That may grate with our own 
contemporary sense of what constitutes 
personal wellbeing, but do we not 
encounter something of this mystery 
resonating through this extraordinary 
exhibition? 

The disorientation and loss of lockdowns 
in 2020/21 prompted a new solidarity 
among these artists which has brought 
forth a collection of sculpture which, in its 
range of emotional and spiritual 
expression, invites each one of us to 
engage more truthfully with the reality 
that we all experienced in those 

challenging days; and glimpse, even if 
through a mirror dimly, that death does 
not have the final word and say, with the 
psalmist, “I believe I shall see the 
goodness of the LORD in the land of the 
living” (Psalm 27:13).

“… the greatest thing 
a human soul ever 
does in this world is 
to see something, and 
tell what it sees in  
a plain way.” 
JOHN RUSKIN

Finding a doorway to faith, hope & love

The Reverend Dr Daniel Inman 
Canon Chancellor
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Kate McDonnell 
Twisted
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Simon Hitchens 
Bearing Witness to Things Unseen
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Seamus Moran 
Harness

Jo Taylor 
Three i, Three ii & Three iii
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William Lasdun 
Moros

Dallas Collins 
Resurrection
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Rosie Musgrave 
Totems for Sanctuary &
Guardians for Sanctuary
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Of Wing and Lift 
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Judy Boyt 
Touch...no touch
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Patricia Volk 
Rise
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Barbara Beyer 
Possibilities

Deborah Duffin 
The Power of Fragile
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Kate Parsons 
Vessels II & Vessels III
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Roger Stephens 
Impact of Uncontrollable Forces:
Impact, Foggled, Hooray
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Jane Jobling 
What We Have in Common

Fiona Campbell 
Martyrdom of the 
Ten Thousand
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Anna Gillespie 
Fuse

Mark Richards 
Procession & A Film by Mark Richards
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Philip Booth 
Turning Point
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Ian Marlow 
Rising Together &
Rising from Chaos
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Colin Reid 
Enclosed R2032 & Open Eye R2030
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Alice Cunningham 
Recoil

Richard Goldsmith 
Form & Vessel
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Rebecca Newnham 
Quercus
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David Worthington 
erythOcyte
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